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Aircraft Carriers is the definitive history of world aircraft carrier development and operations. Norman
Polmar’s revised and updated, two-volume classic describes the political and technological factors that
influenced aircraft carrier design and construction, meticulously records their operations, and explains their
impact on modern warfare.

Volume I provides a comprehensive analysis of carrier developments and warfare in the first half of the
twentieth century, and examines the advances that allowed the carrier to replace the battleship as the
dominant naval weapons system. Polmar gives particular emphasis to carrier operations from World War I,
through the Japanese strikes against China in the 1930s, to World War II in the Atlantic, Mediterranean,
Arctic, and Pacific theaters. It begins with French inventor Clément Ader’s remarkably prescient 1909
description of an aircraft carrier. The book then explains how Britain led the world in the development of
aircraft-carrying ships, soon to be followed by the United States and Japan. While ship-based aircraft
operations in World War I had limited impact, they foreshadowed the aircraft carriers built in the 1920s and
1930s. The volume also describes the aircraft operating from those ships as well as the commanders who
pioneered carrier aviation.

Aircraft Carriers has benefited from the technical collaboration of senior carrier experts Captain Eric M.
Brown and General Minoru Genda as well as noted historians Robert M. Langdon and Peter B. Mersky.
Aircraft Carriers is heavily illustrated with more than 400 photographs—some never before published—and
maps.

Volume II, which is forthcoming from Potomac Books in the winter 2006-2007 (ISBN 978-1-57488-665-8),
will cover the period 1946 to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Smith:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Aircraft Carriers: 1. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book Aircraft Carriers: 1.
You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can
open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary
to go to the library. Let's examine.

Carlton Little:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a
lot of new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Aircraft Carriers: 1, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Buddy Beckstead:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Aircraft Carriers: 1, you could enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Kimberly Silvestre:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Aircraft Carriers: 1 when you desired it?
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