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No poem in German literature is so well known and studied in Germany and Europe as the 800-year-old Das
Nibelungenlied. In the English-speaking world, however, the poem has remained little known, languishing
without an adequate translation. This wonderful new translation by eminent translator Burton Raffel brings
the epic poem to life in English for the first time, rendering it in verse that does full justice to the original
High Middle German. His translation underscores the formal aspects of the poem and preserves its haunting
beauty. Often called the German lliad, Das Nibelungenlied is a heroic epic both national in character and
sweeping in scope. The poem moves inexorably from romance through tragedy to holocaust. It portrays the
existential struggles and downfall of an entire people, the Burgundians, in a military conflict with the Huns
and their king. In his foreword to the book, Michael Dirda observes that the story “could be easily updated to
describe the downfall of a Mafia crime family, something like The Godfather, with swords.” The tremendous
appeal of Das Nibelungenlied throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is reflected in such works as
Richard Wagner’s opera tetralogy Der Ring des Nibelungen, Fritz Lang’s two-part film Die Nibelungen, and,
more recently, J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings.  
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Hughes:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Joanne Starks:

The ability that you get from Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs is the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to recognise but Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Das Nibelungenlied: Song of
the Nibelungs instantly.

Wesley Jerkins:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be examine. Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs can be your answer given it can be
read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Dan Villanueva:

Beside this kind of Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs in your phone, it may give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Das Nibelungenlied: Song of the Nibelungs because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from
currently!
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