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John Kass's Odyssey is a nine-article Chicago Tribune series from April 2012 that relates the economic and
political transformations of Greece and Turkey from the always-honest perspective of an award-winning
columnist. As a first-generation American born to Greek immigrants, Kass explores his family's history and
his personal connections to these neighboring nations whose own relationship is often tumultuous.

While ancient Greece's traditions are at the heart of our American democracy, modern Greece has become
notorious for making headlines as an economic harbinger of doom. Kass finds a desperate situation in
Greece: the citizens are frustrated and in despair, due to government corruption and the inevitable fiscal
disaster that follows (a situation not unfamiliar to the ready hypocrisies and injustices of Chicago that Kass
regularly unearths in his daily column). In the same balanced style that has won him respect from readers and
peers alike, Kass sojourns from Athens to his ancestral village of Rizes, finding moments of hope that are
uplifting and poignant as well as interpersonal stories that are eminently memorable.

From Greece, Kass crosses the Aegean sea to neighboring Turkey—a country that may be Greece's inverse
when it comes to both economics (Turkish GDP growth has boomed over the past decade) and democracy.
Turkey is painted as a place of burgeoning democracy driven by Islamist reformers, which is a far cry from
the republic's founding and unique status as a secular Islamist state. Traveling from Istanbul to Ankara, and
then to the ancient city of Izmir with its rich shared Turkish-Greek history, Kass discovers not only the
intimate intertwining of Greece and Turkey, but also his own deep, personal connections to the two lands.
Kass brilliantly highlights the surprising circumstances these two countries share, not only with each other
but with his hometown of Chicago and with Illinois and the United States as a whole.

John Kass's Odyssey is a unique mixture of personal travel story and up-to-the-minute political journalism.
The up-close humanity evoked through Kass's journalistic voice creates stories that are relatable, near, and
more urgent than any front-page headline could ever hope to be. For Chicagoans, who by and large live in
ethnically diverse communities and identify their city as a hub of Greek culture, these stories take on even
broader meanings. When Kass concludes his journey at Easter Mass in a Greek Orthodox church in the heart
of Istanbul, readers will feel that this could be anywhere—taking place as much on South Halsted Street as it
could be in the Hagia Sophia. It will surely appeal to those interested in international affairs, history,
religion, and travel writing, in addition to the many readers who are consistently rapt by the writing of one of
Chicago's finest journalists.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that John
Kass's Odyssey: A Journey of Discovery in Greece and Turkey to read.

Evelyn Montgomery:

Here thing why this kind of John Kass's Odyssey: A Journey of Discovery in Greece and Turkey are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. John Kass's Odyssey: A Journey of
Discovery in Greece and Turkey giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no book that similar with John Kass's Odyssey: A Journey of Discovery in Greece and
Turkey. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café,
or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of John Kass's Odyssey: A Journey of Discovery in Greece and Turkey in e-book can be your
alternate.

James Labrecque:

The knowledge that you get from John Kass's Odyssey: A Journey of Discovery in Greece and Turkey is the
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but John Kass's Odyssey: A Journey of Discovery in
Greece and Turkey giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular John
Kass's Odyssey: A Journey of Discovery in Greece and Turkey instantly.

Janice Evans:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add



your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the John Kass's Odyssey: A Journey of Discovery in Greece and Turkey when you needed it?
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