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Warlords, namely charismatic military leaders who exploit the weakness of central authorities to seize
control of and autonomously rule a sub-national area, have earned much notoriety in recent years on account
of the excesses of civil wars in Liberia, Somalia and Afghanistan. But notwithstanding their bad reputation,
warlords have often participated in state formation. In Empires of Mud, Giustozzi analyses the dynamics of
warlordism in Afghanistan within the context of such debates. He approaches this complex task by first
analysing aspects of the Afghan environment that might have been conductive to the fragmentation of central
authority and the emergence of warlords and then accounts for the emergence of warlordism in the 1980s and
subsequently the lion's share of this book consists of an in-depth analysis of the systems of rule--political,
economic, military--which developed under Afghanistan's two foremost warlords, Ismail Khan and Abdul
Rashid Dostum, both of whom still wield considerable power even after the intervention of Allied forces in
Afghanistan in 2001. Their two systems are compared, highlighting convergences and divergences, in order
to explain how warlords administer the areas that they control within so-called "failed states", in the process
challenging much of the received wisdom in scholarly and policy circles about warlordism. The author also
discusses Ahmad Shah Massoud, whose "system" incorporated elements of rule not dissimilar from that of
the warlords. Giustozzi concludes that although charismatic leaders play a key role in shaping the specific
characteristics of each warlord polity, there are some common elements that underlie the emergence of
warlordism. In particular, the role of local military leaders and their gradual acquisition of a form of "class
consciousness" appear to be key processes in allowing the formation of warlord polities, while the latter have
repeatedly shown the ability over time to evolve in to more sophisticated, state-like, or political party-like,
structures.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Empires of Mud: Wars and Warlords in Afghanistan
will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may
be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Paul Eastman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Empires of Mud: Wars and Warlords
in Afghanistan. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods
or other social media.

Keith Cochran:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Empires of
Mud: Wars and Warlords in Afghanistan book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

James Hibner:

Often the book Empires of Mud: Wars and Warlords in Afghanistan will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Empires of Mud: Wars and Warlords in
Afghanistan is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.
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