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In this brilliant look at the rise of political Islam, the distinguished political scientist and anthropologist
Mahmood Mamdani brings his expertise and insight to bear on a question many Americans have been asking
since 9/11: how did this happen?

Mamdani dispels the idea of “good” (secular, westernized) and “bad” (premodern, fanatical) Muslims,
pointing out that these judgments refer to political rather than cultural or religious identities. The
presumption that there are “good” Muslims readily available to be split off from “bad” Muslims masks a
failure to make a political analysis of our times. This book argues that political Islam emerged as the result of
a modern encounter with Western power, and that the terrorist movement at the center of Islamist politics is
an even more recent phenomenon, one that followed America’s embrace of proxy war after its defeat in
Vietnam. Mamdani writes with great insight about the Reagan years, showing America’s embrace of the
highly ideological politics of “good” against “evil.” Identifying militant nationalist governments as Soviet
proxies in countries such as Nicaragua and Afghanistan, the Reagan administration readily backed terrorist
movements, hailing them as the “moral equivalents” of America’s Founding Fathers. The era of proxy wars
has come to an end with the invasion of Iraq. And there, as in Vietnam, America will need to recognize that
it is not fighting terrorism but nationalism, a battle that cannot be won by occupation.

Good Muslim, Bad Muslim is a provocative and important book that will profoundly change our
understanding both of Islamist politics and the way America is perceived in the world today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

David Binkley:

The book Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: America, the Cold War, and the Roots of Terror can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: America, the Cold War, and the Roots of Terror? Some of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: America, the Cold War, and the Roots
of Terror has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

William Marquis:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: America, the Cold War, and the Roots of Terror can
be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

John Smithers:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Good Muslim, Bad Muslim:
America, the Cold War, and the Roots of Terror is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

David Cormier:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of book
Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: America, the Cold War, and the Roots of Terror. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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