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The 1992–95 war in Bosnia-Herzegovina following the dissolution of socialist Yugoslavia became notorious
for “ethnic cleansing” and mass rapes targeting the Bosniac (Bosnian Muslim) population. Postwar social
and political processes have continued to be dominated by competing nationalisms representing Bosniacs,
Serbs, and Croats, as well as those supporting a multiethnic Bosnian state, in which narratives of victimhood
take center stage, often in gendered form. Elissa Helms shows that in the aftermath of the war, initiatives by
and for Bosnian women perpetuated and complicated dominant images of women as victims and
peacemakers in a conflict and political system led by men. In a sober corrective to such accounts, she offers a
critical look at the politics of women’s activism and gendered nationalism in a postwar and postsocialist
society.
            Drawing on ethnographic research spanning fifteen years, Innocence and Victimhood demonstrates
how women’s activists and NGOs responded to, challenged, and often reinforced essentialist images in
affirmative ways, utilizing the moral purity associated with the position of victimhood to bolster social
claims, shape political visions, pursue foreign funding, and wage campaigns for postwar justice. Deeply
sensitive to the suffering at the heart of Bosnian women’s (and men’s) wartime experiences, this book also
reveals the limitations to strategies that emphasize innocence and victimhood.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Bland:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Innocence and Victimhood: Gender, Nation, and Women's Activism in Postwar Bosnia-Herzegovina
(Critical Human Rights), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Patricia Stewart:

The reserve with title Innocence and Victimhood: Gender, Nation, and Women's Activism in Postwar
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Critical Human Rights) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Lee Erbe:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Innocence and Victimhood: Gender,
Nation, and Women's Activism in Postwar Bosnia-Herzegovina (Critical Human Rights) can be the reply, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Dawn Brown:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Innocence and Victimhood: Gender,
Nation, and Women's Activism in Postwar Bosnia-Herzegovina (Critical Human Rights) to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book
Innocence and Victimhood: Gender, Nation, and Women's Activism in Postwar Bosnia-Herzegovina
(Critical Human Rights) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of this time.
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