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The end of the Cold War was supposed to bring a "peace dividend" and the opportunity to redirect military
policy in the United States. Instead, according to Daniel Wirls, American politics following the Cold War
produced dysfunctional defense policies that were exacerbated by the war on terror. Wirls’s critical historical
narrative of the politics of defense in the United States during this "decade of neglect" and the military
buildup in Afghanistan and Iraq explains how and why the U.S. military has become bloated and aimless and
what this means for long-term security.

Examining the recent history of U.S. military spending and policy under presidents George H. W. Bush, Bill
Clinton, and George W. Bush, Wirls finds that although spending decreased from the close of the first Bush
presidency through the early years of Clinton’s, both administrations preferred to tinker at the edges of
defense policy rather than redefine it. Years of political infighting escalated the problem, leading to a
military policy stalemate as neither party managed to craft a coherent, winning vision of national security.
Wirls argues that the United States has undermined its own long-term security through profligate and often
counterproductive defense policies while critical national problems have gone unmitigated and unsolved.

This unified history of the politics of U.S. military policy from the end of the Cold War through the
beginning of the Obama presidency provides a clear picture of why the United States is militarily powerful
but "otherwise insecure."
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From reader reviews:

Robert Thompson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Irrational Security:
The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to
Obamais the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Michael Kendig:

Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama nevertheless doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.

Mary Linkous:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama will give you a new
experience in examining a book.

Amanda Young:

You will get this Irrational Security: The Politics of Defense from Reagan to Obama by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose



right ways for you.
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