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The commission to investigate the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the United States issued its final
report in July of 2004, in which it recommended a dramatic overhaul of the nation's intelligence system.
Congress responded by hastily enacting the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004,
which adopts many of the 9/11 commission's specific recommendations, though with a number of alterations.
Richard A. Posner, in the first full-length study of the post-9/11 movement for intelligence reform, argues
that the 9/11 commission's analysis, on which Congress relied, was superficial and its organizational
proposals unsound. The commission, followed by Congress, exaggerated the benefits of centralizing control
over intelligence; neglected the relevant scholarship dealing with surprise attacks, organization theory, the
principles of intelligence, and the experience of foreign nations, some of which have a longer history of
fighting terrorism than the United States; and as a result ignored the psychological, economic, historical,
sociological, and comparative dimensions of the issue of intelligence reform.

Posner explains, however, that a ray of hope remains: the reorganization provisions of the new Act are so
vague, as a result of intense politicking, that the actual shape of the reorganized system will depend critically
on decisions made by the President in implementing the Act. In a searing critique, Posner exposes the pitfalls
created by the new legislation, identifies the issues overlooked by the 9/11 commission and Congress, and
suggests directions for real reform.

This book is published in cooperation with the Hoover Institution
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From reader reviews:

Norris Patterson:

The book Preventing Surprise Attacks: Intelligence Reform in the Wake of 9/11 (Hoover Studies in Politics,
Economics, and Society) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Preventing Surprise Attacks:
Intelligence Reform in the Wake of 9/11 (Hoover Studies in Politics, Economics, and Society)? A number of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Preventing Surprise Attacks: Intelligence
Reform in the Wake of 9/11 (Hoover Studies in Politics, Economics, and Society) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Melinda Miller:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Preventing Surprise Attacks: Intelligence Reform in the Wake of 9/11 (Hoover Studies
in Politics, Economics, and Society) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who
have those short spare time problems.

Eddie Grabowski:

You will get this Preventing Surprise Attacks: Intelligence Reform in the Wake of 9/11 (Hoover Studies in
Politics, Economics, and Society) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to
be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book Preventing Surprise Attacks: Intelligence Reform in the Wake of 9/11 (Hoover Studies in Politics,
Economics, and Society) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative
person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always



be doubt to change your life with this book Preventing Surprise Attacks: Intelligence Reform in the Wake of
9/11 (Hoover Studies in Politics, Economics, and Society). You can more pleasing than now.
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