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A dystopian novel for the digital age, The Word Exchange offers an inventive, suspenseful, and
decidedly original vision of the dangers of technology and of the enduring power of the printed word.

 
In the not-so-distant future, the forecasted “death of print” has become a reality. Bookstores, libraries,
newspapers, and magazines are things of the past, and we spend our time glued to handheld devices called
Memes that not only keep us in constant communication but also have become so intuitive that they hail us
cabs before we leave our offices, order takeout at the first growl of a hungry stomach, and even create and
sell language itself in a marketplace called the Word Exchange.
     Anana Johnson works with her father, Doug, at the North American Dictionary of the English Language
(NADEL), where Doug is hard at work on the last edition that will ever be printed. Doug is a staunchly anti-
Meme, anti-tech intellectual who fondly remembers the days when people used email (everything now is text
or videoconference) to communicate—or even actually spoke to one another, for that matter. One evening,
Doug disappears from the NADEL offices, leaving a single written clue: ALICE. It’s a code word he devised
to signal if he ever fell into harm’s way. And thus begins Anana’s journey down the proverbial rabbit hole . .
.
     Joined by Bart, her bookish NADEL colleague, Anana’s search for Doug will take her into dark
 basements and subterranean passageways; the stacks and reading rooms of the Mercantile Library;
and secret meetings of the underground resistance, the Diachronic Society. As Anana penetrates the mystery
of her father’s disappearance and a pandemic of decaying language called “word flu” spreads, The Word
Exchange becomes a cautionary tale that is at once a technological thriller and a meditation on the high
cultural costs of digital technology.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Fetter:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Word
Exchange: A Novel suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual
book untitled The Word Exchange: A Novelis one of several books that will everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way
of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Molly Marquis:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The Word
Exchange: A Novel.

Nancy Collins:

Typically the book The Word Exchange: A Novel has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this book.

Clinton Perez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Word Exchange: A Novel e-
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Word Exchange: A Novel as good book
not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its
cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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