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California has been fertile ground for country music since the 1920s, nurturing a multitude of talents from
Gene Autry to Glen Campbell, Rose Maddox to Barbara Mandrell, Buck Owens to Merle Haggard. In this
affectionate homage to California's place in country music's history, Gerald Haslam surveys the Golden
State's contributions to what is today the most popular music in America. At the same time he illuminates the
lives of the white, working-class men and women who migrated to California from the Dust Bowl, the
Hoovervilles, and all the other locales where they had been turned out, shut down, or otherwise told to move
on.

Haslam's roots go back to Oildale, in California's central valley, where he first discovered the passion for
country music that infuses Workin' Man Blues. As he traces the Hollywood singing cowboys, Bakersfield
honky-tonks, western-swing dance halls, "hillbilly" radio shows, and crossover styles from blues and folk
music that also have California roots, he shows how country music offered a kind of cultural comfort to its
listeners, whether they were oil field roustabouts or hash slingers.

Haslam analyzes the effects on country music of population shifts, wartime prosperity, the changes in gender
roles, music industry economics, and television. He also challenges the assumption that Nashville has always
been country music's hometown and Grand Ole Opry its principal venue. The soul of traditional country
remains romantically rural, southern, and white, he says, but it is also the anthem of the underdog, which
may explain why California plays so vital a part in its heritage: California is where people reinvent
themselves, just as country music has reinvented itself since the first Dust Bowl migrants arrived, bringing
their songs and heartaches with them.
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From reader reviews:

Nydia Kelly:

The ability that you get from Workin' Man Blues: Country Music in California may be the more deep you
digging the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to know but Workin' Man Blues: Country Music in California giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Workin' Man Blues: Country Music in
California instantly.

James Mendoza:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. Workin' Man Blues: Country Music in California can be your answer given it
can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Frank Johnson:

Beside this Workin' Man Blues: Country Music in California in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have Workin' Man Blues: Country Music in California because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from at
this point!

Earl Parker:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Workin' Man Blues: Country Music in California when you essential it?
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