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Both a passionate denunciation of masculinist readings of the Decameron and a meticulous critique of
previous feminist analyses, Marilyn Migiel's A Rhetoric of the Decameron offers a sophisticated re-
examination of the representations of women, men, gender identity, sexuality, love, hate, morality, and truth
in Boccaccio's masterpiece. The Decameron stages an ongoing, dynamic, and spirited debate about issues as
urgent now as in the fourteenth century - a debate that can only be understood if the Decameron's rhetorical
objectives and strategies are completely reconceived.

Addressing herself equally to those who argue for a proto-feminist Boccaccio - a quasi-liberal champion of
women's autonomy - and to those who argue for a positivistically secure historical Boccaccio who could not
possibly anticipate the concerns of the twenty-first century, Migiel challenges readers to pay attention to
Boccaccio's language, to his pronouns, his passives, his echolalia, his patterns of repetition, and his figurative
language. She argues that human experience, particularly in the sexual realm, is articulated differently by the
Decameron's male and female narrators, and refutes the notion that the Decameron offers an undifferentiated
celebration of Eros. Ultimately, Migiel contends, the stories of the Decameron suggest that as women
become more empowered, the limitations on them, including the threat of violence, become more insistent.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Jones:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled A Rhetoric of the
Decameron (Toronto Italian Studies)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Pam Boyd:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question simply because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular A
Rhetoric of the Decameron (Toronto Italian Studies) to read.

John Hayes:

The book with title A Rhetoric of the Decameron (Toronto Italian Studies) includes a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u
to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Mary Scruggs:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Rhetoric of the Decameron (Toronto Italian
Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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