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Step-by-step guidance for shaping better writers while keeping faculty workloads manageable

Effective communication is a critical skill for many academic disciplines and careers, and so colleges and
universities and their faculty members are rightfully committed to improving student writing across the
curriculum. Guiding and assessing student writing in classrooms, general education, and departments takes
knowledge, planning, and persistence, but it can be done effectively and efficiently.

Written in the concise, accessible style Barbara Walvoord is known for, Assessing and Improving Student
Writing in College: A Guide for Institutions, General Education, Departments, and Classrooms offers
administrators, program chairs, general education leaders, and classroom instructors the guidance they need.
The book provides concrete suggestions for how to:

Articulate goals for student writing●

Measure student writing●

Improve student writing●

Document that improvement●

The book begins by addressing four basic concepts: what we mean by writing, what we mean by "good"
writing, how students learn to write, and the purposes of assessment. Next, Walvoord explains the various
approaches and methods for assessing writing, urging a combination of them adapted to the institution's
purposes and political context. After this introduction, successive chapters offer realistic, practical advice to
institution-wide and general education leaders, department members, and classroom instructors.

Walvoord addresses issues such as how to engage faculty, how to use rubrics, how to aggregate assessment
information at the department and institutional levels, and how to report assessment information to
accreditors. The chapter for classroom instructors offers practical suggestions: how to add more writing to a
course without substantially increasing the grading load; how to construct writing assignments, how to make
grading and responding more effective and time-efficient, how to address grammar and punctuation, and
how to support students whose native language is not English.

The book also includes four helpful appendices: a taxonomy of Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) and
Writing in the Disciplines (WID) programs; sample outlines for faculty development workshops; a student
survey on teaching methods instructors can use to inform their choices in the classroom; and a student self-
check cover sheet designed to help students take ownership of their own learning and responsibility for
turning in complete, correct assignments.

Practical, step-by-step guidance for each point in the assessment and improvement process creates a
cohesive, institution-wide system that keeps students, faculty, and administrators on the same page.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Assessing and Improving Student
Writing in College: A Guide for Institutions, General Education, Departments, and Classrooms will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Ruben Jenkins:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer
that question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Assessing and
Improving Student Writing in College: A Guide for Institutions, General Education, Departments, and
Classrooms to read.

Michael Clark:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is
this Assessing and Improving Student Writing in College: A Guide for Institutions, General Education,
Departments, and Classrooms.

Danielle Burdette:

Beside that Assessing and Improving Student Writing in College: A Guide for Institutions, General
Education, Departments, and Classrooms in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Assessing and Improving Student Writing in College: A Guide for Institutions, General Education,



Departments, and Classrooms because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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