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Behind the Scenes, Formerly a Slave, By Elizabeth Keckley, Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The
White House, Elizabeth Hobbs Keckley (sometimes spelled Keckly; February 1818 – May 1907)[2] was a
former slave who became a successful seamstress, civic activist and author in Washington, DC. She was best
known as the personal modiste and confidante of Mary Todd Lincoln, the First Lady. Keckley had moved to
Washington in 1860 after buying her freedom and that of her son in St. Louis. She created an independent
business in the capital based on clients who were the wives of the government elite. Among them were
Varina Davis, wife of Jefferson Davis; and Mary Anna Custis Lee, wife of Robert E. Lee. After the
American Civil War, Keckley wrote and published an autobiography, Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a
Slave and Four Years in the White House (1868). It was both a slave narrative and a portrait of the First
Family, especially Mary Todd Lincoln, and considered controversial for breaking privacy about them. It was
also her claim as a businesswoman to be part of the new mixed-race, educated middle-class that were visible
among the leadership of the black community. Keckley's relationship with Mary Todd Lincoln, the
President's wife, was notable for its personal quality and intimacy, as well as its endurance over time.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Crawford:

The actual book Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The White
House) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The White House) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Abel Mulholland:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave,
and Four Years in The White House) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Amanda Kline:

The book untitled Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The White
House) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice read.

Alberto Alvarez:

This Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in The White House) is
completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having little digest in reading this Behind the Scenes: Formerly a Slave (Thirty Years a Slave, and Four
Years in The White House) can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your



better life as well as knowledge.
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