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An astonishing new portrait of a scientific icon

In this remarkable book, Adrian Desmond and James Moore restore the missing moral core of Darwin’s
evolutionary universe, providing a completely new account of how he came to his shattering theories about
human origins.

There has always been a mystery surrounding Darwin: How did this quiet, respectable gentleman, a pillar of
his parish, come to embrace one of the most radical ideas in the history of human thought? It’s difficult to
overstate just what Darwin was risking in publishing his theory of evolution. So it must have been something
very powerful—a moral fire, as Desmond and Moore put it—that propelled him. And that moral fire, they
argue, was a passionate hatred of slavery.

To make their case, they draw on a wealth of fresh manuscripts, unpublished family correspondence,
notebooks, diaries, and even ships’ logs. They show how Darwin’s abolitionism had deep roots in his
mother’s family and was reinforced by his voyage on the Beagle as well as by events in America—from the
rise of scientific racism at Harvard through the dark days of the Civil War.

Leading apologists for slavery in Darwin’s time argued that blacks and whites had originated as separate
species, with whites created superior. Darwin abhorred such "arrogance." He believed that, far from being
separate species, the races belonged to the same human family. Slavery was therefore a "sin," and abolishing
it became Darwin’s "sacred cause." His theory of evolution gave all the races—blacks and whites, animals
and plants—an ancient common ancestor and freed them from creationist shackles. Evolution meant
emancipation.

In this rich and illuminating work, Desmond and Moore recover Darwin’s lost humanitarianism. They argue
that only by acknowledging Darwin’s Christian abolitionist heritage can we fully understand the
development of his groundbreaking ideas. Compulsively readable and utterly persuasive, Darwin’s Sacred
Cause will revolutionize our view of the great naturalist.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby House:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Darwin's Sacred
Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolution suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Darwin's Sacred Cause: How
a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolutionis a single of several books that everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Eleanor Bender:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is
this Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolution.

Maria Clyburn:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Darwin's
Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolution your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped
Darwin's Views on Human Evolution giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Marilynn Johnson:

The book untitled Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human
Evolution contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language
is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this



book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice go through.
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