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What is epidemiology? What are the causes of a new disease? How can pandemics be prevented?

Epidemiology is the study of the changing patterns of disease and its main aim is to improve the health of
populations. It's a vital field, central to the health of society, to the identification of causes of disease, and to
their management and prevention.

Epidemiology has had an impact on many areas of medicine; from discovering the relationship between
tobacco smoking and lung cancer, to the origin and spread of new epidemics. However, it is often poorly
understood, largely due to misrepresentations in the media.

In this Very Short Introduction Rodolfo Saracci dispels some of the myths surrounding the study of
epidemiology. He provides a general explanation of the principles behind clinical trials, and explains the
nature of basic statistics concerning disease. He also looks at the ethical and political issues related to
obtaining and using information concerning patients, and trials involving placebos.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Georgianna Menendez:

This Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Victor Banister:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Dolores Parker:

The book untitled Epidemiology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Wilma Tovar:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Epidemiology: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.
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