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In this perspective-altering new book, George P. Fletcher asserts that the Civil War was the most significant
event in American legal history, an event that not only abolished slavery and changed the laws of the land
but also created a new set of principles that continues to guide our thinking today.
Much as historians and lawmakers strive to maintain a continuity with the Constitution of 1787, Fletcher
shows that the Civil War presented a rupture not only between North and South but between two visions of
the United States. The first Constitution was based on the principles of peoplehood as a voluntary
association, individual freedom, and republican elitism. The government chosen by "We the People" sought,
above all, to protect the rights of individuals and to limit the leadership of the nation to a select few. It was a
Constitution, moreover, that accommodated the most undemocratic institution imaginable: slavery. The
second Constitution, forged on the killing fields of Vicksburg and Antietam, articulated in Lincoln's
visionary Gettysburg Address, and enacted in the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments,
reinvented the United States according to the principles of organic nationhood, equality of all persons, and
popular democracy. Fletcher shows how these higher principles, though suppressed for decades, shape our
sensibilities today in our efforts to expand the range of those protected as equal under the law, to promote
equality in the workplace, to safeguard the interests of those who are at a competitive disadvantage, to
rethink the limits of free speech and of religious liberty, and to amend the Constitution in the spirit of
popular democracy.
Written with passion, clarity, and sweeping historical knowledge, Our Secret Constitution will
fundamentally change the way we view our past and bring new clarity to the issues we confront today.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Gordon:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln
Redefined American Democracy to read.

Julia Barr:

Here thing why this kind of Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln
Redefined American Democracy giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no book that similar with Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American
Democracy. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened
in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy in e-book
can be your choice.

Monica Bonner:

The actual book Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored
by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Judy Yelle:

The book untitled Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
examine.
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