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 Ask a scientist about Hollywood, and you’ll probably get eye rolls. But ask someone in Hollywood about
science, and they’ll see dollar signs: moviemakers know that science can be the source of great stories, with
all the drama and action that blockbusters require.

 

That’s a huge mistake, says Randy Olson: Hollywood has a lot to teach scientists about how to tell a
story—and, ultimately, how to do science better. With Houston, We Have a Narrative, he lays out a
stunningly simple method for turning the dull into the dramatic. Drawing on his unique background, which
saw him leave his job as a working scientist to launch a career as a filmmaker, Olson first diagnoses the
problem: When scientists tell us about their work, they pile one moment and one detail atop another moment
and another detail—a stultifying procession of “and, and, and.” What we need instead is an understanding of
the basic elements of story, the narrative structures that our brains are all but hardwired to look for—which
Olson boils down, brilliantly, to “And, But, Therefore,” or ABT. At a stroke, the ABT approach introduces
momentum (“And”), conflict (“But”), and resolution (“Therefore”)—the fundamental building blocks of
story. As Olson has shown by leading countless workshops worldwide, when scientists’ eyes are opened to
ABT, the effect is staggering: suddenly, they’re not just talking about their work—they’re telling stories
about it. And audiences are captivated.

 

Written with an uncommon verve and enthusiasm, and built on principles that are applicable to fields far
beyond science, Houston, We Have a Narrative has the power to transform the way science is understood
and appreciated, and ultimately how it’s done.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Major:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science
Needs Story has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs
Story is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book
Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story. You never really feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Norberto Brody:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs
Story as your daily resource information.

Dorothy Bernstein:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option
to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you
should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Houston, We Have a Narrative:
Why Science Needs Story can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Charles Smith:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Houston, We Have a Narrative: Why Science Needs Story this e-book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The



particular writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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