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Plato's Critique of Impure Reason offers a dramatic interpretation of the Republic, at the center of which lies
a novel reading of the historical person of Socrates as the "real image" of the good. Schindler argues that a
full response to the attack on reason introduced by Thrasymachus at the dialogue's outset awaits the
revelation of goodness as the cause of truth. This revelation is needed because the good is what enables the
mind to know and makes things knowable. When we read Socrates' display of the good against the horizon
of the challenges posed by sophistry, otherwise disparate aspects of Plato's masterpiece turn out to play
essential roles in the production of an integrated whole.

In this book, D. C. Schindler begins with a diagnosis of the crisis of reason in contemporary culture as a
background to the study of the Republic. He then sets out a philosophical interpretation of the dialogue in
five chapters: an analysis of Book 1 that shows the inherent violence and dogmatism of skepticism; a reading
of goodness as cause of both being and appearance; a discussion of the dramatic reversals in the images
Socrates uses for the idea of the good; an exploration of the role of the person of Socrates in the Republic;
and a confrontation between the "defenselessness" of philosophy and the violence of sophistry. Finally, in a
substantial coda, the book presents a new interpretation of the old quarrel between philosophy and art
through an analysis of Book 10.

Though based on a close reading of the text, Plato's Critique of Impure Reason always interprets the
arguments with a view to fundamental human problems, and so will be valuable not only to Plato scholars
but to any reader with general philosophical interests.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

D. C. Schindler, associate professor of philosophy in the Humanities Department at Villanova University, is
the translator or co-translator of twelve books including Hans Urs von Balthasar's Love Alone Is Credible,
and author of Hans Urs von Balthasar and the Dramatic Structure of Truth.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"In this wonderful new study of Plato's Republic, Schindler argues that the key to interpreting the dialogue
lies in the twofold nature of goodness. . . . A lengthy introduction diagnoses the intellectual crisis of the
postmodern academy and offers as the cure an epistemology that blends the absolute and the relative, such as



Plato accomplishes in the Republic. Schindler's wide familiarity with Platonic scholarship is particularly
impressive. . . . Highly recommended." ? P. Coby, Choice
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Plato's Critique of Impure Reason: On
Goodness and Truth in the Republic will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Bob Bartlett:

The book Plato's Critique of Impure Reason: On Goodness and Truth in the Republic can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
great thing like a book Plato's Critique of Impure Reason: On Goodness and Truth in the Republic? Some of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Plato's Critique of Impure Reason: On Goodness
and Truth in the Republic has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Bette Morgan:

The reason why? Because this Plato's Critique of Impure Reason: On Goodness and Truth in the Republic is
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will
go to the publication store hurriedly.

Charlie Hartman:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Plato's Critique of
Impure Reason: On Goodness and Truth in the Republic that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So



, for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Plato's Critique of Impure
Reason: On Goodness and Truth in the Republic become your current starter.
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