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In a 1907 lecture to Harvard undergraduates, Theodore Roosevelt warned against becoming "too fastidious,
too sensitive to take part in the rough hurly-burly of the actual work of the world." Roosevelt asserted that
colleges should never "turn out mollycoddles instead of vigorous men," and cautioned that "the weakling and
the coward are out of place in a strong and free community."

A paradigm of ineffectuality and weakness, the mollycoddle was "all inner life," whereas his opposite, the
"red blood," was a man of action. Kevin P. Murphy reveals how the popular ideals of American masculinity
coalesced around these two distinct categories. Because of its similarity to the emergent "homosexual" type,
the mollycoddle became a powerful rhetorical figure, often used to marginalize and stigmatize certain
political actors. Issues of masculinity not only penetrated the realm of the elite, however. Murphy's history
follows the redefinition of manhood across a variety of classes, especially in the work of late nineteenth-
century reformers, who trumpeted the virility of the laboring classes.

By highlighting this cross-class appropriation, Murphy challenges the oppositional model commonly used to
characterize the relationship between political "machines" and social and municipal reformers at the turn of
the twentieth century. He also revolutionizes our understanding of the gendered and sexual meanings
attached to political and ideological positions of the Progressive Era.
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From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles,
and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform was making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Political Manhood: Red Bloods,
Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform is not only giving you much more new information
but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and
the Politics of Progressive Era Reform. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Douglas Wyss:

This Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Political Manhood: Red Bloods,
Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform without we recognize teach the one who studying
it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Political Manhood: Red Bloods,
Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform can bring once you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform having very good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Federico Hayward:

This Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform is great
publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word
or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive
Era Reform in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Leah Humphries:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make



professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
classifieds, book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The
actual book that recommended to you is Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of
Progressive Era Reform this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal
all of you.
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