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This practical introduction to word history investigates every aspect of where words come from and how
they change. Philip Durkin, chief etymologist of the Oxford English Dictionary, shows how different types
of evidence can shed light on the myriad ways in which words change in form and meaning. He considers
how such changes can be part of wider linguistic processes, or be influenced by a complex mixture of social
and cultural factors. He illustrates every
point with a wide range of fascinating examples.

Dr Durkin investigates folk etymology and other changes which words undergo in everyday use. He shows
how language families are established, how words in different languages can have a common ancester, and
the ways in which the latter can be distinguished from words introduced through language contact. He
examines the etymologies of the names of people and places. His focus is on English but he draws many
examples from languages such as French, German, and Latin which cast light on the
pre-histories of English words.

The Oxford Guide to Etymology is reliable, readable, instructive, and enjoyable. Everyone interested in the
history of words will value this account of an endlessly fascinating subject.
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From reader reviews:

Harriet White:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Oxford Guide to Etymology. Try to face the book The
Oxford Guide to Etymology as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jerry Thomas:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like do
that. You must know how great and important the book The Oxford Guide to Etymology. All type of book
would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Jose Roberts:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Oxford Guide to Etymology why
because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

Ronald Tanaka:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Oxford Guide to Etymology to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it.
Beside that the book The Oxford Guide to Etymology can to be your new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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