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Throughout the nineteenth and into the early decades of the twentieth century, it was common for rural and
working-class parents in the Czech-German borderlands to ensure that their children were bilingual by
sending them to live with families who spoke the "other" language. As nationalism became a more potent
force in Central Europe, however, such practices troubled pro-German and pro-Czech activists, who feared
that the children born to their nation could literally be "lost" or "kidnapped" from the national community
through such experiences and, more generally, by parents who were either flexible about national belonging
or altogether indifferent to it.

Highlighting this indifference to nationalism-and concerns about such apathy among nationalists-Kidnapped
Souls offers a surprising new perspective on Central European politics and society in the first half of the
twentieth century. Drawing on Austrian, Czech, and German archives, Tara Zahra shows how nationalists in
the Bohemian Lands worked to forge political cultures in which children belonged more rightfully to the
national collective than to their parents. Through their educational and social activism to fix the boundaries
of nation and family, Zahra finds, Czech and German nationalists reveal the set of beliefs they shared about
children, family, democracy, minority rights, and the relationship between the individual and the collective.
Zahra shows that by 1939 a vigorous tradition of Czech-German nationalist competition over children had
created cultures that would shape the policies of the Nazi occupation and the Czech response to it.

The book's concluding chapter weighs the prehistory and consequences of the postwar expulsion of German
families from the Bohemian Lands. Kidnapped Souls is a significant contribution to our understanding of the
genealogy of modern nationalism in Central Europe and a groundbreaking exploration of the ways in which
children have been the objects of political contestation when national communities have sought to shape, or
to reshape, their futures.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lumpkin:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for
Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Micheal Ruiz:

This Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948
is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate
word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in
the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
this?

Elton Williams:

Beside this particular Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian
Lands, 1900-1948 in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference
and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948 because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it
from now!

Chris Wolf:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as
of book Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-
1948. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your



knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one location to other place.
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