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Pharsalia, a plantation located in piedmont Virginia at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, is one of the
best-documented sites of its kind. Drawing on the exceptionally rich trove of papers left behind by the
Massie family, Pharsalia's owners, this case study demonstrates how white southern planters paradoxically
relied on capitalistic methods even as they pursued an ideal of agrarian independence. Lynn A. Nelson also
shows how the contradictions between these ends and means would later manifest themselves in the southern
conservation movement.

Nelson follows the fortunes of Pharsalia's owners, telling how Virginia's traditional extensive agriculture
contributed to the soil's erosion and exhaustion. Subsequent attempts to balance independence and
sustainability through a complex system of crop rotation and resource recycling ultimately gave way to an
intensive, slave-based form of agricultural capitalism.

Pharsalia could not support the Massies' aristocratic ambitions, and it was eventually parceled up and sold
off by family members. The farm's story embodies several fundamentals of modern U.S. environmental
thought. Southerners' nineteenth-century quest for financial and ecological independence provided the
background for conservationists' attempts to save family farming. At the same time, farmers' failure to
achieve independence while maximizing profits and crop yields drove them to seek government aid and
regulation. These became some of the hallmarks of conservation efforts in the New Deal and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Nakagawa:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Pharsalia: An Environmental
Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History and the American South) will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some
of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Joe Stearns:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a
Southern Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History and the American South) to read.

Michael Jones:

The particular book Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880
(Environmental History and the American South) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

James Labrecque:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Pharsalia: An Environmental Biography of a Southern
Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History and the American South) as well as others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Pharsalia: An
Environmental Biography of a Southern Plantation, 1780-1880 (Environmental History and the American
South) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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