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In 1941 the historian Irving Brant wrote, “Among all the men who shaped the present government of the
United States of America,” Brant wrote, “the one who did the most is known the least.” Brant concluded,
“When a man rises to greatness in youth, it is with his youth that we should first concern ourselves.”

Seven decades have passed since Brant wrote those words. Yet, through the history’s increasingly dusty lens,
Madison has become ever more a stranger. The default impression of Madison remains as remote and severe
as the title of a 1994 book: If Men Were Angels: James Madison and the Heartless Empire of Reason. Most
Americans, if they know anything about him at all, see him as calculating, intellectual, politically astute, dry,
and remote.

This book finally attempts to answer Brant’s call. Madison’s life had two major acts, but like a backward
play, the climax occurred after the first. In researching that crucial first act, the research, Signer found, again
and again, a surprising pattern. Madison was a fighter. He usually did not want to fight. He took no joy in the
public arena and in the confrontation with other men. Indeed, the conflicts often left him so anxious he
became physically sick. But he saw the fights as necessary events in the larger purpose of the life he set out
for himself at a young age: to push the American state to achieve its potential, no matter what obstacles the
country and small-minded men might throw in his way.

Young James Madison’s reluctant but firm decision to hurl himself into the ring, again and again, for the
common good prove that leadership is possible in a democracy, and that ideas can make a difference. His
story shows how much democracy depends on leaders like Madison, and how hollow democracy will be
without statesmen.

Signer’s book takes the reader into a journey of how Madison became Madison. The stunning story of his
victories is simply incomprehensible without the passion, charisma, energy, humor, and fierceness of
Madison the actual man.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Stark:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Becoming Madison: The Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely
Founding Father. Try to the actual book Becoming Madison: The Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely
Founding Father as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Amanda Acuna:

Typically the book Becoming Madison: The Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely Founding Father will
bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Becoming Madison:
The Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely Founding Father is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jimmy Putnam:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Becoming Madison: The Extraordinary Origins of
the Least Likely Founding Father can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Theresa Kuykendall:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Becoming Madison: The
Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely Founding Father which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's notice.
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