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Part travelogue, part psychological self-study, Sam Pickering's Edinburgh Days, or Doing What I Want to
Do is an open invitation to be led on a walking tour of Scotland's capital as well as through the labyrinth of
the guide's swerving moods and memories. Along the way readers discern as much from Pickering's sensual
observations of Scottish lives and landmarks as they do about what befalls the curious mind of an intellectual
removed from the relations and responsibilities that otherwise delineate his days.

Pickering spent the winter and spring of 2004 on a fellowship at the Institute for Advanced Studies in the
Humanities at the University of Edinburgh, making his return to the city after a forty-year absence.
Edinburgh Days maps the transition from his life in Connecticut, defined by family, academic appointments,
and the recognition of neighbors and avid acolytes, to a temporary existence on foreign soil that is at once
unsettlingly isolating and curiously liberating.

Torn between labeling himself a tourist or a sojourner, Pickering opts to define himself as an "urban
spelunker" and embarks on daily explorations of the city's museums, bookshops, pubs, antique stores,
monuments, neighborhoods, and graveyards. His ambling tours include such recognizable sites as Edinburgh
Castle, the Palace of Holyroodhouse, Castle Rock, the Museum of Childhood, the National Gallery, the
Writers' Museum, the Museum of the People, the Huntly House, the John Knox House, the Royal Botanic
Garden, and the Edinburgh Zoo.

The holdings of city and university libraries present Pickering with the opportunity to revisit the works of a
host of writers, both renowned and obscure, including Robert Louis Stevenson, Samuel Smiles, John
Buchan, Tobias Wolfe, Russell Hoban, Patrick White, Hilaire Belloc, and Van Wyck Brooks.

"I have long been a traveler in little things," he muses, and it is his fascination with minutiae that infuses this
collection of essays with the dynamic descriptions, quirky observations, and jesting interludes that bring the
historic city to life on the page and simultaneously recall the very best of Pickering's idiosyncratic style.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Edinburgh Days, or Doing What I Want to Do, you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Joan Marcial:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book Edinburgh Days, or Doing What I Want to Do it is very good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Rayford Alexander:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read will be Edinburgh Days, or Doing What I Want to Do.

Mary Perez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Edinburgh Days, or Doing What I Want to Do can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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