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In the nineteenth century, virtually anyone could get into the United States. But by the 1920s, U.S.
immigration policy had become a finely filtered regime of selection. Desmond King looks at this dramatic
shift, and the debates behind it, for what they reveal about the construction of an "American" identity.

Specifically, the debates in the three decades leading up to 1929 were conceived in terms of desirable versus
undesirable immigrants. This not only cemented judgments about specific European groups but reinforced
prevailing biases against groups already present in the United States, particularly African Americans, whose
inferior status and second-class citizenship--enshrined in Jim Crow laws and embedded in pseudo-scientific
arguments about racial classifications--appear to have been consolidated in these decades. Although the
values of different groups have always been recognized in the United States, King gives the most thorough
account yet of how eugenic arguments were used to establish barriers and to favor an Anglo-Saxon
conception of American identity, rejecting claims of other traditions. Thus the immigration controversy
emerges here as a significant precursor to recent multicultural debates.

Making Americans shows how the choices made about immigration policy in the 1920s played a
fundamental role in shaping democracy and ideas about group rights in America.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Making Americans: Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy, it is
possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a publication.

Jill Williams:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Making Americans: Immigration, Race, and the
Origins of the Diverse Democracy why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Sandra Lester:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Making Americans: Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Jessie Davis:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Making Americans: Immigration,
Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy as well as others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge.



In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Making Americans: Immigration, Race, and
the Origins of the Diverse Democracy to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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