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Once, all barrier islands were natural places where sand dunes and sea grasses, waterbirds and beach
creatures flourished, undisturbed by human development. Matagorda Island still is. Part of a chain of five
major barrier islands that shelter the Texas coastline from the Gulf of Mexico, Matagorda Island is the only
one completely under public ownership--the only one with a fate entirely in the hands of the people.

This guide to the island seeks to acquaint first-time visitors and seasoned naturalists alike with the natural
wealth and ecological fragility of Matagorda. In chapters on geology, history, ecology, vegetation, mammals,
birds, herptiles, fish, and invertebrates, the authors show how the island is a living ecosystem, where every
plant, animal, and sand dune has a role to play in maintaining the balance of nature. They also discuss the
human history of Matagorda--the Karankawa Indians, European explorers, Civil War-era settlers, lighthouse
keepers, and the U.S. Air Force, which used Matagorda for a bombing range during the 1940s and 1950s.
Useful appendices on plants, wildflowers, and birds; maps; and line drawings amplify the text.

This unique combination of human and natural history gives a full sense of what the island's past has been
and what its future can be. It offers hope that on this one island, at least, humans can learn to enjoy a natural
environment nondestructively, respecting the intricate web of relationships that connects the land and all
living creatures.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Long:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Matagorda Island: A Naturalist's
Guide book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Dorothy Jaramillo:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Matagorda Island: A Naturalist's Guide as the daily
resource information.

Lisa Christopher:

The book Matagorda Island: A Naturalist's Guide has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Stacie Schneider:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually
Matagorda Island: A Naturalist's Guide.
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