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In our homes, our schools, and our businesses, computers play an ever-increasing role. But while most of us
today can work a computer--albeit with the help of the ever-present computer software manual--we know
little about what goes on inside the box and virtually nothing about software design or the world of computer
programming.
In Patterns of Software, the respected software pioneer and computer scientist, Richard Gabriel, gives us an
informative inside look at the world of software design and computer programming and the business that
surrounds them. In this wide-ranging volume, Gabriel discusses such topics as what makes a successful
programming language, how the rest of the world looks at and responds to the work of computer scientists,
how he first became involved in computer programming and software development, what makes a successful
software business, and why his own company, Lucid, failed in 1994, ten years after its inception.
Perhaps the most interesting and enlightening section of the book is Gabriel's detailed look at what he
believes are the lessons that can be learned from architect Christopher Alexander, whose books--including
the seminal A Pattern Language--have had a profound influence on the computer programming community.
Gabriel illuminates some of Alexander's key insights--"the quality without a name," pattern languages,
habitability, piecemeal growth--and reveals how these influential architectural ideas apply equally well to the
construction of a computer program. Gabriel explains the concept of habitability, for example, by comparing
a program to a New England farmhouse and the surrounding structures which slowly grow and are modified
according to the needs and desires of the people who live and work on the farm. "Programs live and grow,
and their inhabitants--the programmers--need to work with that program the way the farmer works with the
homestead."
Although computer scientists and software entrepreneurs will get much out of this book, the essays are
accessible to everyone and will intrigue anyone curious about Silicon Valley, computer programming, or the
world of high technology.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Velez:

This Patterns of Software: Tales from the Software Community usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Patterns of Software: Tales from the Software
Community can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Patterns of Software: Tales from the Software Community giving you an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Lorena Repass:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Patterns of Software: Tales from the Software Community can be your answer given it can
be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Marie Boyd:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is usually Patterns of Software: Tales from the Software
Community. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Stacey Thompson:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Patterns of Software: Tales from the Software
Community to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and
go through it. Beside that the reserve Patterns of Software: Tales from the Software Community can to be
your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
these time.
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