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The invention of numerals is perhaps the greatest abstraction the human mind has ever created. Virtually
everything in our lives is digital, numerical, or quantified. The story of how and where we got these
numerals, which we so depend on, has for thousands of years been shrouded in mystery. Finding Zero is an
adventure filled saga of Amir Aczel's lifelong obsession: to find the original sources of our numerals. Aczel
has doggedly crisscrossed the ancient world, scouring dusty, moldy texts, cross examining so-called scholars
who offered wildly differing sets of facts, and ultimately penetrating deep into a Cambodian jungle to find a
definitive proof. Here, he takes the reader along for the ride.
The history begins with the early Babylonian cuneiform numbers, followed by the later Greek and Roman
letter numerals. Then Aczel asks the key question: where do the numbers we use today, the so-called Hindu-
Arabic numerals, come from? It is this search that leads him to explore uncharted territory, to go on a grand
quest into India, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and ultimately into the wilds of Cambodia. There he is blown
away to find the earliest zero—the keystone of our entire system of numbers—on a crumbling, vine-covered
wall of a seventh-century temple adorned with eaten-away erotic sculptures. While on this odyssey, Aczel
meets a host of fascinating characters: academics in search of truth, jungle trekkers looking for adventure,
surprisingly honest politicians, shameless smugglers, and treacherous archaeological thieves—who finally
reveal where our numbers come from.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Schulz:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to
Uncover the Origins of Numbers book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

David Eaton:

Often the book Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to Uncover the Origins of Numbers will bring that
you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Finding Zero: A Mathematician's
Odyssey to Uncover the Origins of Numbers is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Robert Araiza:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Finding Zero: A
Mathematician's Odyssey to Uncover the Origins of Numbers that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey
to Uncover the Origins of Numbers become your current starter.

Annie Fowler:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey
to Uncover the Origins of Numbers or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to Uncover the
Origins of Numbers to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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