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Since the last Ice Age, the only safe route into Canada's interior during the winter started at the Bay of Fundy
and followed the main rivers north to the St. Lawrence River through what is now New Brunswick.
Aboriginal people used this route as a major highway in all seasons and the great imperial powers followed
their lead.

The Grand Communications Route, as it was then called, was the only conduit for people, information and
goods passing back and forth between the interior settlements and the wider world and became the backbone
of empire for both England and France in their centuries of warfare over this territory. It was Joseph
Robineau de Villebon, a commandant in Acadie, who first made strategic use of the route in time of war
because he understood its importance in the struggle for North America. A strategic link between the
Atlantic colonies and Quebec, the French made extensive use of the route to communicate and move troops
between the northern settlements and Fort Beauséjour, Louisbourg, and Port-Royal. The British put great
effort into maintaining and fortifying the route, building major coastal forts at Saint John to guard its
entrance and erecting garrisons and blockhouses all along the way to the St Lawrence, first as a defence
against the French and then to ward off the Americans.

The route also played a key role in the American Revolution as well as the Aroostook War of 1839 that saw
bodies of troops lining each side of the border extending from St. Andrews (NB) and Calais (ME) to
Madawaska. In 1842, the Grand Communications Route and the Webster-Ashburton Treaty determined the
location of the Canada—US border.

It is still in use today: the Trans-Canada Highway and Route 7 follow its path. As well as telling the story of
the Grand Communications Route from the earliest human habitation of the area, The Road to Canada
describes the historic sites, forts, blockhouses and other historic remains that can still be visited today,
including Martello Tower (Saint John), the Fort Hughes blockhouse (Oromocto), the Fort Fairfield
blockhouse (Fort Fairfield, ME), Le Fortin du Petit-Sault (Edmundston), the Fort Kent blockhouse (Fort
Kent, ME) and Fort Ingall (Cabano, QC).

The Road to Canada is the fifth volume in the New Brunswick Military Heritage Series.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Haney:

The book untitled The Road to Canada: The Grand Communications Route from Saint John to Quebec (New
Brunswick Military Heritage Series) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality
of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The
Road to Canada: The Grand Communications Route from Saint John to Quebec (New Brunswick Military
Heritage Series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Michael Rodiguez:

The book untitled The Road to Canada: The Grand Communications Route from Saint John to Quebec (New
Brunswick Military Heritage Series) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new
age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Gary Stark:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Road to Canada: The
Grand Communications Route from Saint John to Quebec (New Brunswick Military Heritage Series) which
is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Richard Brassell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Road to Canada: The Grand Communications Route from Saint John to Quebec (New
Brunswick Military Heritage Series) when you necessary it?
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