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Assemblies of rectangular stone pillars, or stelae, fill the plazas and courts of ancient Maya cities throughout
the lowlands of southern Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, and western Honduras. Mute testimony to state rituals
that linked the king's power to rule with the rhythms and renewal of time, the stelae document the ritual acts
of rulers who sacrificed, danced, and experienced visionary ecstasy in connection with celebrations marking
the end of major calendrical cycles. The kings' portraits are carved in relief on the main surfaces of the
stones, deifying them as incarnations of the mythical trees of life.

Based on a thorough analysis of the imagery and inscriptions of seven stelae erected in the Great Plaza at
Copan, Honduras, by the Classic Period ruler "18-Rabbit-God K," this ambitious study argues that stelae
were erected not only to support a ruler's temporal claims to power but more importantly to express the
fundamental connection in Maya worldview between rulership and the cosmology inherent in their vision of
cyclical time. After an overview of the archaeology and history of Copan and the reign and monuments of
"18-Rabbit-God K," Elizabeth Newsome interprets the iconography and inscriptions on the stelae,
illustrating the way they fulfilled a coordinated vision of the king's ceremonial role in Copan's period-ending
rites. She also links their imagery to key Maya concepts about the origin of the universe, expressed in the
cosmologies and mythic lore of ancient and living Maya peoples.
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From reader reviews:

Eugene Obrien:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book Trees of Paradise and Pillars of the World: The Serial
Stelae Cycle of "18-Rabbit-God K," King of Copan (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian
Studies) seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Trees of Paradise and Pillars of the World: The
Serial Stelae Cycle of "18-Rabbit-God K," King of Copan (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian
Studies) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using
book Trees of Paradise and Pillars of the World: The Serial Stelae Cycle of "18-Rabbit-God K," King of
Copan (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies). You never feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Angela Babb:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Trees of
Paradise and Pillars of the World: The Serial Stelae Cycle of "18-Rabbit-God K," King of Copan (Linda
Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) will give you new experience in reading a book.

Jerry Bonner:

This Trees of Paradise and Pillars of the World: The Serial Stelae Cycle of "18-Rabbit-God K," King of
Copan (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) is new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Trees of Paradise and
Pillars of the World: The Serial Stelae Cycle of "18-Rabbit-God K," King of Copan (Linda Schele Series in
Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and also knowledge.



Daryl Radford:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Trees of Paradise and Pillars of the World: The
Serial Stelae Cycle of "18-Rabbit-God K," King of Copan (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian
Studies) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Trees of Paradise and Pillars
of the World: The Serial Stelae Cycle of "18-Rabbit-God K," King of Copan (Linda Schele Series in Maya
and Pre-Columbian Studies) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto
or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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