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Over fifty years after her death, Simone Weil (1909-1943) remains one of the most searching religious
inquirers and political thinkers of the twentieth century. Albert Camus said she had a "madness for truth."
She rejected her Jewishness and developed a strong interest in Catholicism, although she never joined the
Catholic church. Both an activist and a scholar, she constantly spoke out against injustice and aligned herself
with workers, with the colonial poor in France, and with the opressed everywhere. She came to believe that
suffering itself could be a way to unity with God, and her death at thirty-four has been recorded as suicide by
starvation.

This extraordinary study is primarily a topography of Weil's mind, but Thomas Nevin is persuaded that her
thought is inextricably bound to her life and dramatic times. Thus, he not only addresses her thoughts and her
prejudices but examines her reasons for entertaining them and gives them a historical focus. He claims that
to Weil's generation the Spanish War, the Popular Front, the ascendance of Hitlerism, and the Vichy years
were not mere backdrops but definitive events.

Nevin explores in detail not only matters of continuing interest, such as Weil's leftist politics and her attempt
to embrace Christianity, but also hitherto unexamined aspects of her life and work which permit a deeper
understanding of her: her writings on science, her work as a poet and dramatist, and her selective friendships.
The thread uniting these topics is her struggle to maintain her independence as a free thinker while resisting
community such as Judaism could have offered her. Her intellectual struggles eloquently reveal the desperate
isolation of Jews torn between the lure of assimilation and the tormented dignity of their communal history.

Nevin's massive research draws on the full range of essays, notebooks, and fragments from the Simone Weil
archives in Paris, many of which have never been translated or published.

Originally published in 1991.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Andria Miguel:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Simone Weil: Portrait of a Self-exiled Jew. All
type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Martin Solomon:

The e-book with title Simone Weil: Portrait of a Self-exiled Jew posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Charles Shrader:

This Simone Weil: Portrait of a Self-exiled Jew is completely new way for you who has interest to look for
some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Simone Weil: Portrait
of a Self-exiled Jew can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book
is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.

Thomas Burke:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Simone Weil: Portrait of a Self-
exiled Jew to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
go through it. Beside that the book Simone Weil: Portrait of a Self-exiled Jew can to be your brand-new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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