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For evolutionary biologists, the concept of chance has always played a significant role in the formation of
evolutionary theory. As far back as Greek antiquity, chance and "luck" were key factors in understanding the
natural world. Chance is not just an important concept; it is an entire way of thinking about nature. And as
Curtis Johnson shows, it is also one of the key ideas that separates Charles Darwin from other systematic
biologists of his time. Studying the concept of chance in Darwin's writing reveals core ideas in his theory of
evolution, as well as his reflections on design, purpose, and randomness in nature's progression over the
course of history.

In Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin, Curtis Johnson examines Darwin's
early notebooks, his collected correspondence (now in 19 volumes), and most of his published writing to
trace the evolution of his ideas about chance in evolution. This proved to be one of Darwin's most
controversial ideas among his reading public, so much so that it drew hostile reactions even from Darwin's
scientific friends, not to mention the more general reader. The firestorm of criticism forced Darwin to forge a
retreat, not in terms of removing chance from his theory--his commitment to it was unshakable--but in terms
of how he chose to present his theory. Briefly, by changing his wording and by introducing metaphors and
images (the stone-house metaphor, the evolution of giraffes, and others), Darwin succeeded in making his
ideas seem less threatening than before without actually changing his views. Randomness remained a focal
point for Darwin throughout his life. Through the lens of randomness, Johnson reveals implications of
Darwin's views for religion, free will, and moral theory. Darwin's Dice presents a new way to look at
Darwinist thought and the writings of Charles Darwin.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Angle:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin
as your daily resource information.

Sandra Maes:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Darwin's
Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of
Charles Darwinis a single of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot
of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Debra Espiritu:

Typically the book Darwin's Dice: The Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Kristopher Lewis:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Darwin's Dice: The
Idea of Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Darwin's Dice: The Idea of
Chance in the Thought of Charles Darwin become your personal starter.
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