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This volume documents the significant changes that have occurred in Japanese schools since the collapse of
that nation’s economic bubble. Before the recession, Japan was the country that most educational reformers
sought to emulate due to its students’ performance on standardized tests. Now, however, a different and more
complicated picture of the Japanese education system emerges. This book places Japanese education in a
global context, with particular attention given to how their education system is responding to changing
expectations and pressures that emerge from rapid social change. Chapters written by respected scholars
examine issues related to equality, academic achievement, privatization, population diversity, societal
expectations, and the influence of the media, parents, and political movements. The research in this book will
provide valuable lessons for policymakers and practitioners facing similar challenges.

Contributors: Motoko Akiba, Christopher J. Frey, Rebecca Erwin Fukuzawa, June A. Gordon, Akiko
Hayashi, Diane M. Hoffman, Victor Kobayashi, Yeon-Jin Lee, Kaori H. Okano, Hyunjoon Park,
Tomoaki Nomi, James Shields, Kazuhiko Shimizu, Joseph Tobin, Ryoko Tsuneyoshi

Gary DeCoker is professor of Japanese Studies at Earlham College, professor of education emeritus at Ohio
Wesleyan University, and editor of National Standards and School Reform in Japan and the United
States. Christopher Bjork is associate professor and chair of the Education Department at Vassar College.

“In the face of the challenging paradoxes and contradictions of education in Japan and around the world, it is
more important than ever that we seek better ways to understand each other and our educational systems and
societies as a foundation to improve our respective lives and the world we live in.”
—From the Foreword by James J. Shields, professor emeritus and founder of The Japan Initiative, The City
College, City University of New York

“The understanding of the limits of schools as never-ending investments in the wealth of a nation situated on
a fragile planet—an island in the solar system—could lead to a greater appreciation of the value of education
in conserving and advancing the best of world traditions.”
—From the Afterword by Victor Kobayashi, professor emeritus, University of Hawaii
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From reader reviews:

Blair Kennedy:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Japanese
Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity book because this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Helen Sullivan:

This book untitled Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Marjorie Cook:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Japanese Education in an Era of
Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kathryn Granger:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
the books in the top listing in your reading list is Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture,
Politics, and Equity. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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