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For the past decade, most South Asian countries have directed their efforts towards achieving universal
access to elementary education. While these investments have led to more children being retained in school,
they have not translated into better learning outcomes. This report comprehensively analyzes the
performance of South Asian educational systems in terms of student learning. It attempts to answer three
questions:
• How well do education systems in South Asia perform?
• What determines student learning outcomes?
• What policy options are effective in improving learning outcomes, especially given increasing demand and
competition for public resources?
Because learning outcomes and skill acquisition in the region are low in both absolute and relative terms,
schooling does not translate, as it should, into better life chances, including escape from poverty for many
more. Nor does schooling contribute to higher productivity and economic growth, so that countries in the
region find it difficult to accelerate economic and social development. Governments in the region now fully
realize that they need to direct their attention toward improving quality so that students can aspire to fuller
lives as both individuals and labor market participants. Merely spending time in school is not enough;
students need to register a significant gain in both noncognitive and cognitive skills if countries in the region
are to reap full returns on their investments and generate gains in employment, job creation, and productivity.

To examine what policies hold promise for improving student learning, the report reviews evidence from
large-scale national learning assessments and findings from impact evaluations being conducted in the
region. It identifies the following strategic priorities for improving learning outcomes in South Asia: (1)
Make learning outcomes the central goal of education policy; (2) Invest in early childhood nutrition; (3)
Improve teacher effectiveness and accountability; (4) Provide additional support to disadvantaged children in
early grades; (5) Use financing effectively; (6) Leverage the contribution of the non-state sector; and (7)
Build learning assessment systems. Each of these policy options will need to be integrated within a larger
agenda of inclusive economic growth and governance reform to be truly effective.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Rodriguez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Student Learning in South Asia: Challenges, Opportunities,
and Policy Priorities (Directions in Development) had been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Student
Learning in South Asia: Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Priorities (Directions in Development) is not
only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Student Learning
in South Asia: Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Priorities (Directions in Development). You never
sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jenna Springer:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading the book, we give you this Student Learning in South Asia: Challenges,
Opportunities, and Policy Priorities (Directions in Development) book as beginning and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Rosalie Cox:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the guide untitled Student Learning in South Asia: Challenges, Opportunities, and
Policy Priorities (Directions in Development) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity
to you.

Kathy Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except



your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Student Learning in South Asia:
Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy Priorities (Directions in Development).
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