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In 1144, the mutilated body of William of Norwich, a young apprentice leatherworker, was found abandoned
outside the city's walls. The boy bore disturbing signs of torture, and a story spread that it was a ritual
murder, performed by Jews in imitation of the Crucifixion as a mockery of Christianity. The outline of
William's tale eventually gained currency far beyond Norwich, and the idea that Jews engaged in ritual
murder became firmly rooted in the European imagination.

E.M. Rose's engaging book delves into the story of William's murder and the notorious trial that followed to
uncover the origin of the ritual murder accusation - known as the "blood libel" - in western Europe in the
Middle Ages. Focusing on the specific historical context - 12th-century ecclesiastical politics, the position of
Jews in England, the Second Crusade, and the cult of saints - and suspensefully unraveling the facts of the
case, Rose makes a powerful argument for why the Norwich Jews (and particularly one Jewish banker) were
accused of killing the youth, and how the malevolent blood libel accusation managed to take hold. She also
considers four "copycat" cases, in which Jews were similarly blamed for the death of young Christians, and
traces the adaptations of the story over time.

In the centuries after its appearance, the ritual murder accusation provoked instances of torture, death and
expulsion of thousands of Jews and the extermination of hundreds of communities. Although no charge of
ritual murder has withstood historical scrutiny, the concept of the blood libel is so emotionally charged and
deeply rooted in cultural memory that it endures even today. Rose's groundbreaking work, driven by
fascinating characters, a gripping narrative, and impressive scholarship, provides clear answers as to why the
blood libel emerged when it did and how it was able to gain such widespread acceptance, laying the
foundations for enduring antisemitic myths that continue to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer
that question because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Murder of William
of Norwich: The Origins of the Blood Libel in Medieval Europe to read.

Henry McMahon:

The Murder of William of Norwich: The Origins of the Blood Libel in Medieval Europe can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Murder of William of Norwich: The Origins of the Blood Libel in Medieval Europe however doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Nicole Dilbeck:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Murder of William of Norwich: The Origins of
the Blood Libel in Medieval Europe why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Shawn Jones:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Murder of William of Norwich: The Origins of the Blood Libel in Medieval Europe. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.
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