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Tales about organ transplants appear in mythology and folk stories, and surface in documents from medieval
times, but only during the past twenty years has medical knowledge and technology been sufficiently
advanced for surgeons to perform thousands of transplants each year. In the majority of cases individuals
diagnosed as "brain dead" are the source of the organs without which transplants could not take place. In this
compelling and provocative examination, Margaret Lock traces the discourse over the past thirty years that
contributed to the locating of a new criterion of death in the brain, and its routinization in clinical practice in
North America. She compares this situation with that in Japan where, despite the availability of the necessary
technology and expertise, brain death was legally recognized only in 1997, and then under limited and
contested circumstances. Twice Dead explores the cultural, historical, political, and clinical reasons for the
ready acceptance of the new criterion of death in North America and its rejection, until recently, in Japan,
with the result that organ transplantation has been severely restricted in that country. This incisive and timely
discussion demonstrates that death is not self-evident, that the space between life and death is historically
and culturally constructed, fluid, multiple, and open to dispute.

In addition to an analysis of that professional literature on and popular representations of the subject, Lock
draws on extensive interviews conducted over ten years with physicians working in intensive care units,
transplant surgeons, organ recipients, donor families, members of the general public in both Japan and North
America, and political activists in Japan opposed to the recognition of brain death. By showing that death can
never be understood merely as a biological event, and that cultural, medical, legal, and political dimensions
are inevitably implicated in the invention of brain death, Twice Dead confronts one of the most troubling
questions of our era.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Kappel:

In other case, little folks like to read book Twice Dead: Organ Transplants and the Reinvention of Death
(California Series in Public Anthropology). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Twice Dead: Organ Transplants and the
Reinvention of Death (California Series in Public Anthropology). You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Charles Montiel:

The particular book Twice Dead: Organ Transplants and the Reinvention of Death (California Series in
Public Anthropology) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Twice Dead: Organ Transplants and the Reinvention of Death (California Series in Public
Anthropology) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Jack Murray:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read will be Twice Dead: Organ Transplants and the Reinvention of Death (California Series
in Public Anthropology).

Ernest Nunez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Twice Dead: Organ Transplants and the Reinvention of Death (California
Series in Public Anthropology) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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