
Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats Can Win
Without the South

Thomas F. Schaller

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B000JMKVNA
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B000JMKVNA
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B000JMKVNA


Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats Can Win Without the
South

Thomas F. Schaller

Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats Can Win Without the South Thomas F. Schaller
Two generations ago Kevin Phillips challenged Republicans to envision a southern-based national majority.
In Whistling Past Dixie, Tom Schaller issues an equally transformative challenge to Democrats: Build a
winning coalition outside the South.

The South is no longer the "swing" region in American politics -- it has swung to the Republicans. Most of
the South is beyond the Democrats' reach, and what remains is moving steadily into the Republican column.
The twin effects of race and religion produce a socially conservative, electorally hostile environment for
most Democratic candidates. What's wrong with Kansas is even more wrong in the South, where cultural
issues matter most to voters.

Yet far too many politicians and pundits still subscribe to the idea that Democrats must recapture the South.
This southern nostalgia goes beyond sentimentality: It is a dangerously self-destructive form of political
myopia which, uncorrected, will only relegate the Democrats to minority-party status for a generation. The
notion that Democrats should pin their hopes for revival on the tail of a southern donkey is no less absurd
than witnessing the children's variant of the party game, for both involve desperate attempts to hit elusive
targets while wandering around blindfolded.

Meanwhile, political attitudes and demographic changes in other parts of the country are more favorable to
Democratic messages and messengers. The Midwest and Southwest are the nation's most competitive
regions. There are opportunities to expand Democratic margins in the Mountain red states while
consolidating control over the reliably blue northeastern and Pacific coast states. Before dreaming of
fortynine-state presidential landslides like those of Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan, the Democrats ought
to first figure out how to win twenty-nine states. And that means capturing Arizona -- or even Alaska --
before targeting Alabama.

Republicans cannot win without the South, Schaller argues, but they also can't win with the South alone.
Much as Democrats were confined to the South for decades prior to the New Deal, the Democrats should
South but little else. After winning and governing successfully elsewhere, Democrats can then present their
record of achievement to the South -- the nation's most conservative region, but one that is steadily
assimilating with the politics of the rest of America and, therefore, will become more competitive in the
future.

But for now, Democrats must put strategy ahead of sentimentality. To form a new and enduring majority
coalition, they must whistle past their electoral graveyard. They must whistle past Dixie.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Gentry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats Can Win Without the
South. Try to face the book Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats Can Win Without the South as your close
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

George Hartzell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Whistling Past Dixie:
How Democrats Can Win Without the South? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have other opinion?

Jeffrey David:

Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats Can Win Without the South can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats Can Win Without the South yet doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Troy Kemp:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats Can Win Without the South when you essential it?
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