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On December 22, 1997, forty-five unarmed members of the indigenous organization Las Abejas (The Bees)
were massacred during a prayer meeting in the village of Acteal, Mexico. The members of Las Abejas, who
are pacifists, pledged their support to the Zapatista Army of National Liberation, a primarily indigenous
group that has declared war on the state of Mexico. The massacre has been attributed to a paramilitary group
composed of ordinary citizens acting on their own, although eyewitnesses claim the attack was planned
ahead of time and that the Mexican government was complicit.

In Without History, José Rabasa contrasts indigenous accounts of the Acteal massacre and other events with
state attempts to frame the past, control subaltern populations, and legitimatize its own authority. Rabasa
offers new interpretations of the meaning of history from indigenous perspectives and develops the concept
of a communal temporality that is not limited by time, but rather exists within the individual, community,
and culture as a living knowledge that links both past and present.

Due to a disconnection between indigenous and state accounts as well as the lack of archival materials (many
of which were destroyed by missionaries), the indigenous remain outside of, or without, history, according to
most of Western discourse. The continued practice of redefining native history perpetuates the
subalternization of that history, and maintains the specter of fabrication over reality.

Rabasa recalls the works of Marx, Lenin, and Gramsci, as well as contemporary south Asian subalternists
Ranajit Guha and Dipesh Chakrabarty, among others. He incorporates their conceptions of communality,
insurgency, resistance to hegemonic governments, and the creation of autonomous spaces as strategies
employed by indigenous groups around the globe, but goes further in defining these strategies as millennial
and deeply rooted in Mesoamerican antiquity. For Rabasa, these methods and the continuum of ancient
indigenous consciousness are evidenced in present day events such as the Zapatista insurrection.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Wallace:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Without
History: Subaltern Studies, the Zapatista Insurgency, and the Specter of History (Pitt Illuminations)? Maybe
it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lee Erbe:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Without History: Subaltern Studies, the Zapatista Insurgency, and the
Specter of History (Pitt Illuminations) as the daily resource information.

Jillian Diaz:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Without History: Subaltern Studies, the Zapatista Insurgency,
and the Specter of History (Pitt Illuminations) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity
to you.

Paul Kennedy:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Without History: Subaltern Studies, the Zapatista Insurgency,
and the Specter of History (Pitt Illuminations) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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