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Rodney Stark's provocative new book argues that, whether we like it or not, people acting for the glory of
God have formed our modern culture. Continuing his project of identifying the widespread consequences of
monotheism, Stark shows that the Christian conception of God resulted--almost inevitably and for the same
reasons--in the Protestant Reformation, the rise of modern science, the European witch-hunts, and the
Western abolition of slavery. In the process, he explains why Christian and Islamic images of God yielded
such different cultural results, leading Christians but not Muslims to foster science, burn "witches," and
denounce slavery.

With his usual clarity and skepticism toward the received wisdom, Stark finds the origins of these disparate
phenomena within monotheistic religious organizations. Endemic in such organizations are pressures to
maintain religious intensity, which lead to intense conflicts and schisms that have far-reaching social results.

Along the way, Stark debunks many commonly accepted ideas. He interprets the sixteenth-century flowering
of science not as a sudden revolution that burst religious barriers, but as the normal, gradual, and direct
outgrowth of medieval theology. He also shows that the very ideas about God that sustained the rise of
science led also to intense witch-hunting by otherwise clear-headed Europeans, including some celebrated
scientists. This conception of God likewise yielded the Christian denunciation of slavery as an abomination--
and some of the fiercest witch-hunters were devoted participants in successful abolitionist movements on
both sides of the Atlantic.

For the Glory of God is an engrossing narrative that accounts for the very different histories of the Christian
and Muslim worlds. It fundamentally changes our understanding of religion's role in history and the forces
behind much of what we point to as secular progress.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Steadman:

With other case, little persons like to read book For the Glory of God: How Monotheism Led to
Reformations, Science, Witch-Hunts, and the End of Slavery. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book For the Glory of God: How Monotheism
Led to Reformations, Science, Witch-Hunts, and the End of Slavery. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Meredith Daugherty:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be For the Glory of God: How Monotheism Led to Reformations, Science,
Witch-Hunts, and the End of Slavery why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Philip Martin:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This For the Glory of God: How Monotheism
Led to Reformations, Science, Witch-Hunts, and the End of Slavery is simple to bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Dallas Richardson:

This For the Glory of God: How Monotheism Led to Reformations, Science, Witch-Hunts, and the End of
Slavery is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having bit of digest in reading this For the Glory of God: How Monotheism Led to Reformations,
Science, Witch-Hunts, and the End of Slavery can be the light food for you because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your



better life in addition to knowledge.
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