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“The history of Shakespeare in America,” writes James Shapiro in his introduction to this groundbreaking
anthology, “is also the history of America itself.” Shakespeare was a central, inescapable part of America’s
literary inheritance, and a prism through which crucial American issues—revolution, slavery, war, social
justice—were refracted and understood. In tracing the many surprising forms this influence took, Shapiro
draws on many genres—poetry, fiction, essays, plays, memoirs, songs, speeches, letters, movie reviews,
comedy routines—and on a remarkable range of American writers from Emerson, Melville, Lincoln, and
Mark Twain to James Agee, John Berryman, Pauline Kael, and Cynthia Ozick. Americans of the
revolutionary era ponder the question “to sign or not to sign;” Othello becomes the focal point of debates on
race; the Astor Place riots, set off by a production of Macbeth, attest to the violent energies aroused by
theatrical controversies; Jane Addams finds in King Lear a metaphor for American struggles between capital
and labor. Orson Welles revolutionizes approaches to Shakespeare with his legendary productions of
Macbeth and Julius Caesar; American actors from Charlotte Cushman and Ira Aldridge to John Barrymore,
Paul Robeson, and Marlon Brando reimagine Shakespeare for each new era. The rich and tangled story of
how Americans made Shakespeare their own is a literary and historical revelation. As a special feature, the
book includes a foreword by Bill Clinton, among the latest in a long line of American presidents, including
John Adams, John Quincy Adams, and Abraham Lincoln, who, as the collection demonstrates, have turned
to Shakespeare’s plays for inspiration.
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From reader reviews:

Belia Gillespie:

The book Shakespeare in America: An Anthology from the Revolution to Now: Library of America #251
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Shakespeare in America: An Anthology from the Revolution to Now: Library of America
#251 to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Shakespeare in
America: An Anthology from the Revolution to Now: Library of America #251. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

James Harris:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
Shakespeare in America: An Anthology from the Revolution to Now: Library of America #251 is kind of
book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Clarissa Holland:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Shakespeare in
America: An Anthology from the Revolution to Now: Library of America #251 suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Shakespeare in
America: An Anthology from the Revolution to Now: Library of America #251is the main one of several
books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you
a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this
book.

Betty Peoples:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Shakespeare in America: An Anthology from the Revolution to Now: Library of



America #251 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
has high quality.
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