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Over the course of his brief career, Melvin Dixon (1950-1992) became an important critical voice for
African American scholarship as well as a widely read chronicler of the African American gay experience.
His novels Trouble the Water and Vanishing Rooms still receive considerable attention, as do his collections
of poetry and his major work of criticism, Ride Out the Wilderness: Geography and Identity in Afro-
American Literature.

In A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader, scholars Justin A. Joyce and Dwight A. McBride have collected, for the
first time in a single volume, the eight critical essays Dixon published during his lifetime. The volume
divides Dixon's critical output into three categories—"Writing Black Diaspora Theory," "Writing African
American Cultural Theory," and "Writing African American Literary Criticism"—and closes with a speech
Dixon gave to the queer writers' conference, OutWrite, in 1992, just months before he succumbed to an
AIDS-related illness.

What emerges from the essays collected here is the voice of a confident, engaging scholar, who tackles a
wide range of literary and cultural topics. Dixon examines the trickster characters of Charles W. Chesnutt,
the friendship between the Haitian novelist Jacques Roumain and Langston Hughes, and the aesthetic
importance of black speech in the novels of Gayl Jones. His address to OutWrite serves as a poignant record
of Dixon's knack to wax elegiac and poetic and to synthesize criticism, activism, and art. The introduction
places Dixon in the contexts of African American cultural history and gay/lesbian critical discourse.

Justin A. Joyce is a doctoral candidate in the department of English at the University of Illinois-Chicago.
Dwight A. McBride is Leon Forrest Professor and Chair of African American Studies at Northwestern
University and the author of Why I Hate Abercrombie & Fitch: Essays on Race and Sexuality in America and
Impossible Witnesses: Truth, Abolitionism, and Slave Testimony.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible A Melvin Dixon
Critical Reader? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Patrick Allen:

The book A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book A
Melvin Dixon Critical Reader? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Lily Spivey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Robert Poulin:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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