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This is the first general and theoretical study devoted entirely to portraiture. Drawing on a broad range of
images from Antiquity to the twentieth century, which includes paintings, sculptures, prints, cartoons,
postage stamps, medals, documents and photographs, Richard Brilliant investigates the genre as a particular
phenomenon in Western art that is especially sensitive to changes in the perceived nature of the individual in
society.

The author's argument on behalf of portraiture (and he draws on examples by such artists as Botticelli,
Rembrandt, Matisse, Warhol and Hockney) does not comprise a mere survey of the genre, nor is it a
straightforward history of its reception. Instead, Brilliant presents a thematic and cogent analysis of the
connections between the subject-matter of portraits and the beholder's response – the response he or she
makes to the image itself and to the person it represents. Portraiture's extraordinary longevity and resilience
as a genre is a testament to the power of this imaginative transaction between the subject, the artist and the
beholder.
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From reader reviews:

John Dudley:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Portraiture (Reaktion
Books - Essays in Art and Culture) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this
era. The actual book untitled Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture)is the main one of
several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world within this book.

Harold Sparkman:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Jamey Norton:

This Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture) is brand new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Portraiture
(Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture) can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Steven Thomas:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the book
Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Portraiture (Reaktion
Books - Essays in Art and Culture). You can more attractive than now.
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