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During the last centuries of the Roman Empire, the prevailing ideal of feminine virtue was radically
transformed: the pure but fertile heroines of Greek and Roman romance were replaced by a Christian heroine
who ardently refused the marriage bed. How this new concept and figure of purity is connected with--indeed,
how it abetted--social and religious change is the subject of Kate Cooper's lively book.

The Romans saw marital concord as a symbol of social unity--one that was important to maintaining the
vigor and political harmony of the empire itself. This is nowhere more clear than in the ancient novel, where
the mutual desire of hero and heroine is directed toward marriage and social renewal. But early Christian
romance subverted the main outline of the story: now the heroine abandons her marriage partner for an
otherworldly union with a Christian holy man. Cooper traces the reception of this new ascetic literature
across the Roman world. How did the ruling classes respond to the Christian claim to moral superiority,
represented by the new ideal of sexual purity? How did women themselves react to the challenge to their
traditional role as matrons and matriarchs? In addressing these questions, Cooper gives us a vivid picture of
dramatically changing ideas about sexuality, family, and morality--a cultural revolution with far-reaching
implications for religion and politics, women and men.

The Virgin and the Bride offers a new look at central aspects of the Christianization of the Roman world, and
an engaging discussion of the rhetoric of gender and the social meaning of idealized womanhood.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby House:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Virgin and the Bride:
Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity to read.

Paula Cofield:

The publication with title The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity posesses a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Bonnie Abramowitz:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
provides high quality.

Norma Barnes:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve The Virgin and the Bride: Idealized Womanhood in Late Antiquity was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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