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This state-by-state collection of folksongs describes the history, society, culture, and events characteristic of
all fifty states. Unlike all other state folksong collections, this one does not focus on songs collected in the
particular states, but rather on songs concerning the life and times of the people of that state. The topics
range from the major historical events, such as the Boston Tea Party, the attack on Fort Sumter, and the
California Gold Rush, to regionally important events such as disasters and murders, labor problems,
occupational songs, ethnic conflicts. Some of the songs will be widely recognized, such as Casey Jones,
Marching Through Georgia, or Sweet Betsy from Pike. Others, less familiar, have not been reprinted since
their original publication, but deserve to be studied because of what they tell about the people of these United
States, their loves, labors, and losses, and their responses to events. The collection is organized by regions,
starting with New England and ending with the states bordering the Pacific Ocean, and by states within each
region. For each state there are from four to fifteen songs presented, with an average of 10 songs per state.
For each song, a full text is reprented, followed by discussion of the song in its historical context. References
to available recordings and other versions are given. Folksongs, such as those discussed here, are an
important tool for historians and cultural historians because they sample experiences of the past at a different
level from that of contemporary newspaper accounts and academic histories. These songs, in a sense, are
history writ small.

Includes: Away Down East, The Old Granite State, Connecticut, The Virginian Maid's Lament, Carry Me
Back to Old Virginny, I'm Going Back to North Carolina, Shut up in Cold Creek Mine, Ain't God Good to
Iowa?, Dakota Land, Dear Prairie Home, Cheyenne Boys, I'm off for California, and others.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

Here thing why this particular American Folk Songs: A Regional Encyclopedia are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. American Folk Songs: A Regional Encyclopedia giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with
American Folk Songs: A Regional Encyclopedia. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of American Folk Songs: A Regional
Encyclopedia in e-book can be your substitute.

Kenneth Hoy:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual American Folk Songs: A
Regional Encyclopedia is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Everett Dean:

The guide untitled American Folk Songs: A Regional Encyclopedia is the reserve that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get
the e-book of American Folk Songs: A Regional Encyclopedia from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Robert Shaw:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book American Folk Songs: A Regional
Encyclopedia to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and go through it. Beside that the reserve American Folk Songs: A Regional Encyclopedia can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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