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“Anybody who says that the pen is mightier than the sword hasn’t spent time in Somalia, or in Beirut during
its bloody heyday.” So begins this fascinating memoir of a journalist, filmmaker, and just plain raconteur
who has made a career of examining warfare—on the ground and as the bullets are flying. While the average
citizen is aware of violent conflicts broiling all around the globe, Al J. Venter—from some strange
compulsion unexplainable even by him—has felt the need to see them all in person, preferably at the center
of the action.

Born in South Africa, Venter has found no shortage of horrific battles on his own continent, from Rhodesia
to Biafra, and Angola to Somalia. He has ridden with the legendary merc group Executive Outcomes,
jumped into combat with South Africa’s crack Parachute Regiment ( the Parabats), and traipsed the jungles
with both guerrillas and national troops under whichever strongman in the country then held power. During
Sierra Leone’s civil war he flew in the government’s lone Mi-24 Hind gunship as it blasted apart rebel
villages and convoys, his complaint being that the Soviet-made craft leaked when it rained.

In the Mideast he went into southern Lebanon with the invading Israeli army as it encountered resistance
from multiple Muslim groups, including the newly formed Hezbollah. Curious about the other side of the
hill, he joined up with General Aoun’s Christian militias while that conflict was at its height. Touching down
in Croatia during the Balkan wars, and in Congo during their perpetual one, as well as the Uganda of Idi
Amin, Venter never lost his lust for action, even as he sometimes had to put down his camera or notebook to
pick up an AK-47.

In his journeys, Venter associated with an array of similarly daring soldiers and journalists, from “Mad
Mike” Hoare to Danny Pearl, as well as elite soldiers from around the world, many of whom, he sadly
relates, never emerged from the war zones they entered. The creator of countless documentaries and books,
from warfare to shark diving to nuclear proliferation, Al Venter has here offered the reader his own personal
combat experiences, in all their multi-faceted fascination.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

This Barrel of a Gun: A War Correspondent's Misspent Moments in Combat book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Barrel of a Gun: A War Correspondent's Misspent
Moments in Combat without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry Barrel of a Gun: A War Correspondent's Misspent Moments in Combat can bring
whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Barrel of a Gun: A War Correspondent's Misspent Moments in
Combat having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Steven Weathers:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer may be Barrel of a Gun: A War Correspondent's Misspent Moments in Combat why
because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Irene Allen:

The book untitled Barrel of a Gun: A War Correspondent's Misspent Moments in Combat contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice study.

Patti Wooden:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Barrel of a Gun: A War Correspondent's
Misspent Moments in Combat can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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