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Scattered throughout the Talmud, the founding document of rabbinic Judaism in late antiquity, can be found
quite a few references to Jesus--and they're not flattering. In this lucid, richly detailed, and accessible book,
Peter Schäfer examines how the rabbis of the Talmud read, understood, and used the New Testament Jesus
narrative to assert, ultimately, Judaism's superiority over Christianity.

The Talmudic stories make fun of Jesus' birth from a virgin, fervently contest his claim to be the Messiah
and Son of God, and maintain that he was rightfully executed as a blasphemer and idolater. They subvert the
Christian idea of Jesus' resurrection and insist he got the punishment he deserved in hell--and that a similar
fate awaits his followers.

Schäfer contends that these stories betray a remarkable familiarity with the Gospels--especially Matthew and
John--and represent a deliberate and sophisticated anti-Christian polemic that parodies the New Testament
narratives. He carefully distinguishes between Babylonian and Palestinian sources, arguing that the rabbis'
proud and self-confident countermessage to that of the evangelists was possible only in the unique historical
setting of Persian Babylonia, in a Jewish community that lived in relative freedom. The same could not be
said of Roman and Byzantine Palestine, where the Christians aggressively consolidated their political power
and the Jews therefore suffered.

A departure from past scholarship, which has played down the stories as unreliable distortions of the
historical Jesus, Jesus in the Talmud posits a much more deliberate agenda behind these narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Leona Ferretti:

The particular book Jesus in the Talmud will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to
you. The book Jesus in the Talmud is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Chris Manley:

Why? Because this Jesus in the Talmud is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Christie Rich:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Jesus in the Talmud why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jerry Brower:

Beside that Jesus in the Talmud in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Jesus in the
Talmud because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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