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Progressive-era "poverty warriors" cast poverty in America as a problem of unemployment, low wages, labor
exploitation, and political disfranchisement. In the 1990s, policy specialists made "dependency" the issue
and crafted incentives to get people off welfare. Poverty Knowledge gives the first comprehensive historical
account of the thinking behind these very different views of "the poverty problem," in a century-spanning
inquiry into the politics, institutions, ideologies, and social science that shaped poverty research and policy.

Alice O'Connor chronicles a transformation in the study of poverty, from a reform-minded inquiry into the
political economy of industrial capitalism to a detached, highly technical analysis of the demographic and
behavioral characteristics of the poor. Along the way, she uncovers the origins of several controversial
concepts, including the "culture of poverty" and the "underclass." She shows how such notions emerged not
only from trends within the social sciences, but from the central preoccupations of twentieth-century
American liberalism: economic growth, the Cold War against communism, the changing fortunes of the
welfare state, and the enduring racial divide.

The book details important changes in the politics and organization as well as the substance of poverty
knowledge. Tracing the genesis of a still-thriving poverty research industry from its roots in the War on
Poverty, it demonstrates how research agendas were subsequently influenced by an emerging obsession with
welfare reform. Over the course of the twentieth century, O'Connor shows, the study of poverty became
more about altering individual behavior and less about addressing structural inequality. The consequences of
this steady narrowing of focus came to the fore in the 1990s, when the nation's leading poverty experts
helped to end "welfare as we know it." O'Connor shows just how far they had traveled from their field's
original aims.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Poverty Knowledge: Social Science,
Social Policy, and the Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S. History (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century
America) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Evelina Soria:

The book Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S.
History (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and
the Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S. History (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Julia Gilmore:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy, and the Poor in
Twentieth-Century U.S. History (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Tony Jacobson:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top collection in your reading list is Poverty Knowledge: Social Science, Social Policy,
and the Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S. History (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By



looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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