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Were Acadians better off than their rural counterparts in old regime France? Did they enjoy a Golden Age?
To what degree did a distinct Acadian identity emerge before the wars and deportations of the mid-
eighteenth century? In Something of a Peasant Paradise?, Gregory Kennedy compares Acadie in North
America with a region of western France, the Loudunais, from which a number of the colonists originated.
Kennedy considers the natural environment, the role of the state, the economy, the seigneury, and local
governance in each place to show that similarities between the two societies have been greatly
underestimated or ignored. The Acadian colonists and the people of the Loudunais were frontier peoples,
with dispersed settlement patterns based on kin groups, who sought to make the best use of the land and to
profit from trade opportunities. Both societies were hierarchical, demonstrated a high degree of political
agency, and employed the same institutions of local governance to organize their affairs and negotiate state
demands. Neither group was inherently more prosperous, egalitarian, or independent-minded than the other.
Rather, the emergence of a distinct Acadian identity can be traced to the gradual adaptation of traditional
methods, institutions, and ideas to their new environmental and political situations. A compelling
comparative analysis based on archival evidence on both sides of the Atlantic, Something of a Peasant
Paradise? Challenges the traditional historiography and demonstrates that Acadian society shared many of its
characteristics with other French rural societies of the period.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Brown:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Something of a Peasant Paradise?:
Comparing Rural Societies in Acadie and the Loudunais, 1604-1755 will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open
or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Fabian Luton:

You will get this Something of a Peasant Paradise?: Comparing Rural Societies in Acadie and the Loudunais,
1604-1755 by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Glenn Remaley:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Something of a Peasant Paradise?: Comparing Rural
Societies in Acadie and the Loudunais, 1604-1755 can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Tina Wilson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Something of a Peasant Paradise?: Comparing
Rural Societies in Acadie and the Loudunais, 1604-1755.
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