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On June 12, 1987, Ronald Reagan addressed a crowd of 20,000 people in West Berlin in the shadow of the
Berlin Wall. The words he delivered that afternoon would become among the most famous in presidential
history. "Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate," Reagan said. "Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this Wall!"

In this riveting and fast-paced book, Romesh Ratnesar provides an account of how Reagan arrived at his
defining moment and what followed from it. The book is based on interviews with numerous former Reagan
administration officials and American and German eyewitnesses to the speech, as well as recently
declassified State Department documents and East German records of the president's trip. Ratnesar provides
new details about the origins of Reagan's speech and the debate within the administration about how to issue
the fateful challenge to Gorbachev. Tear Down This Wall re-creates the charged atmosphere surrounding
Reagan's visit to Berlin and explores the speech's role in bringing about the fall of the Berlin Wall less than
two years later.

At the heart of the story is the relationship between two giants of the late twentieth century: Ronald Reagan
and Mikhail Gorbachev. Departing from the view that Reagan "won" the Cold War, Ratnesar demonstrates
that both Reagan and Gorbachev played indispensable roles in bringing about the end of the U.S.-Soviet
rivalry. It was the trust that Reagan and Gorbachev built in each other that allowed them finally to overcome
the suspicions that had held their predecessors back. Calling on Gorbachev to tear down the Wall, in
Reagan's mind, might actually encourage him to do it. Reagan's speech in Berlin was more than a good
sound bite. Twenty years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, we can now see the speech as the event that
marked the beginning of the end of the Cold War.

Elegant and dramatic, Tear Down This Wall is the definitive account of one of the most memorable speeches
in recent history and a reminder of the power of a president's words to change the world.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
various ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Tear Down This Wall: A City, a President, and the Speech that Ended the, you can tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Donna Beckman:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Tear Down This Wall: A City, a President, and the Speech that Ended the can be your
answer because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Michael Johnson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone.
Like Tear Down This Wall: A City, a President, and the Speech that Ended the which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Mark Mata:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Tear Down This Wall: A City, a President, and the Speech that
Ended the was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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