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"... succeeds in conveying the exciting and fascinating character of the concert party genre, as well as
showing clearly how this material can be used to rethink a number of contemporary theoretical themes and
issues." ?Karin Barber

Under colonial rule, the first concert party practitioners brought their comic variety shows to audiences
throughout what was then the British Gold Coast colony. As social and political circumstances shifted
through the colonial period and early years of Ghanaian independence, concert party actors demonstrated a
remarkable responsiveness to changing social roles and volatile political situations as they continued to stage
this extremely popular form of entertainment. Drawing on her participation as an actress in concert party
performances, oral histories of performers, and archival research, Catherine M. Cole traces the history and
development of Ghana’s concert party tradition. She shows how concert parties combined an eclectic array
of cultural influences, adapting characters and songs from American movies, popular British ballads, and
local story-telling traditions into a spirited blend of comedy and social commentary. Actors in blackface,
inspired by Al Jolson, and female impersonators dramatized the aspirations, experiences, and frustrations of
their audiences. Cole’s extensive and lively look into Ghana’s concert party provides a unique perspective on
the complex experience of British colonial domination, the postcolonial quest for national identity, and the
dynamic processes of cultural appropriation and social change. This book will be essential reading for
scholars and students of African performance, theatre, and popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Leon Fisher:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Ghana's Concert Party
Theatre? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Laura Burnham:

Ghana's Concert Party Theatre can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing Ghana's Concert Party Theatre nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

John Damm:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Ghana's Concert Party Theatre this guide consist a lot of the information
in the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Valarie Chamberlin:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Ghana's Concert
Party Theatre which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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